Lobbying on behalf of Education in Northumberland.
Why?

Northumberland County Council (NCC) has voted in principle on 9th June 2004 to move from a 3-tier (First 4-9, Middle 9-13, High 13-19) to a 2-tier system (Primary 4-11, Secondary 11-19). This is a) to address surplus places, b) to improve standards and c) to obtain Government funding for school improvements.

Parents have NOT been consulted in any way during this process and the rolling consultation process is prejudicial as some areas will have a plan in place before consultation even begins in other areas. Surplus places are an issue nationally and can be addressed within the existing school system. Standards in Northumberland are already high and improving. As a whole the LEA performs above the national average in KS2, KS3 and GCSE pass rates. Many schools perform well above average. Ofsted reports for the majority of schools are good, even excellent. The poorest Ofsted report in Northumberland is for the LEA itself (both 1999 and 2003). Building Schools for the Future funding is available to all secondary schools, which includes Northumberland Middle schools as they are deemed secondary. (The Director of Education has opted to exclude Middle schools and has lied misinformed about the availability of funding for middle schools.)
If the restructure goes ahead at least 45 schools will be closed. This includes some of the highest performing schools in the country. Every school in the County will be affected by building work, new staff and increased pupil rolls. More pupils will have to travel further at a younger age to larger schools. The Director of Education has stated that there will be a ‘blip’ (i.e. drop) in standards. This is estimated to last at least 7 years. (More information on www.neag.info – please register!)
How?

Please write a letter (one side of A4) outlining why you are unhappy with this situation and perhaps why it concerns you, e.g. relatives in the area, planning to move to area. Aim it at your target audience – issues regarding lack of consultation to John Prescott, issues regarding educational standards to David Miliband. Send a copy to their boss, e.g. Tony Blair, Charles Clarke. You can also copy in your MP. You can send in the same letter to several people, but individuals need to write a unique letter to make an impact. Make sure that your letter specifically asks for a response.

Who? Where?
Tony Blair

Prime Minister 

10 Downing Street, 
London, 
SW1A 2AA
John Prescott
(Deputy Prime Minister, Minister for Regions)
26 Whitehall
London 

SW1A 2WH

Rt Hon Charles Clarke MP
Secretary of State for Education and Skills
Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT 
David Miliband

Minister of State for School Standards

Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT 
Stephen Twigg

(Standards; Rural schools)

Sanctuary Buildings
Great Smith Street
London
SW1P 3BT 
